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1. Introduction  
ABO Wind Ireland Ltd. (ABO Wind) intend to develop Keerglen Wind Farm, County Mayo, and have 

commenced the process of Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) to support a forthcoming planning 

application that will be submitted to Mayo County Council.  

The proposed wind farm site  currently consists of approximately 115.7 hectares of moorland and 

forestry, opening to rural / pastoral landscape to the east. The site is located circa 5.5 km to the south of 

Ballycastle and 15 km north of Crossmolina, County Mayo.  

ABO Wind are managing and coordinating the preparation of the planning application and the Environmental 

Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). To assist with the preparation of the EIAR, ABO Wind have engaged a 

team of multidisciplinary expert consultants to carryout baseline survey work, conduct impact assessments 

and provide advice throughout the wind farm design process.  

The wind farm layout has already been subject to an iterative design process and at this stage it is envisaged 

that the Site has the potential to accommodate a wind energy development in the region of 50MW, with the 

developable area of the Site currently capable of accommodating circa 10 wind turbines. 

This document provides preliminary details on the proposed Keerglen Wind Farm and has been prepared 

for consultation purposes as part of the EIA process.  

The Applicant  

ABO Wind Ireland Ltd. (ABO Wind) was established in Ireland in 2008 and is a subsidiary of ABO Wind AG, 

Germany it plans, builds, maintains and operates wind farms along with other renewable energy 

technologies. Since 1996, the company has developed and sold wind energy, solar and biogas projects with 

an output of circa 3,500 megawatts. 

In Ireland, ABO Wind Ireland Ltd has successfully developed and constructed five wind farms in Ireland with 

a capacity of circa 95 Megawatts, including Glenough Wind Farm in Co. Tipperary, Gortahile Wind Farm in 

Co. Laois and Gibbet Hill Wind Farm in Co. Wexford. In 2011, Glenough Wind Farm, one of the largest wind 

farms (35MW) ever constructed by ABO Wind Ireland Ltd was connected to the grid. Gortahile Wind Farm 

(20MW) has been in operation since August 2010. The project at Gibbet Hill with a total capacity of 15MW 

was connected to the grid in 2013. The most recent project connected to the grid was the first Phase of 

Clogheravaddy Wind Farm, a 20MW project in County Donegal. The second phase of this project is 

expected to be connected to the grid by the end of Q1 2022. 
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Environmental Impact Assessment Requirement  

EIA requirements derive from the EIA Directive 2011/92/EU as amended by Directive 2014/52/EU. The 

amended Directive was transposed into Irish law through the European Union (Planning and Development) 

(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2018 which came into effect on 1 September 2018. The 

regulations set out the information to be contained in the EIA and the thresholds for developments for which 

such assessments are required. The primary objective of the EIA Directive is to ensure that projects, which 

are likely to have significant effects on the environment, are subject to an assessment of their likely impacts.  

Part X of the Planning and Development Act, 2000, as amended, states that where a planning application 

is made in respect of a development or class of development referred to in the act under Section 176 that 

the development shall, in addition to meeting the requirements of the planning regulations be accompanied 

by an EIAR. 

Schedule 5 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended, sets out the developments 

and thresholds that are specified for the purposes of Part 10. In reference to energy industry, developments 

for energy production (wind farms) with 

5, Part 2 (3) (i). 

The proposed development will consist of circa 10 turbines. Accordingly, the proposed development will 

engage the requirement for a full EIA to be carried out by the competent authority.  

In respect of the information contained within the EIAR, it will be prepared in accordance with Schedule 6 

of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended, Directive 2014/52/EU, amending 

Directive 2011/92/EU, relating to the information to be contained in an EIAR, and the Environmental 

Protection mpact 

).  

Purpose of EIA Scoping  

The purpose of EIA scoping is to identify environmental topics for which potential significant environmental 

impacts may arise as a result of the proposed development, either on its own or cumulatively with other 

projects. It seeks to provide a framework for the expert evaluations of the identified environmental topics 

while outlining the structure to be followed during the preparation of the EIAR and the appropriate level of 

information to be provided in the EIAR.  
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EIA scoping further seeks to facilitate a process of consultation with Statutory consultees, inviting them to 

identify any potential requirements, impacts or considerations that should be included during the preparation 

of the EIAR.  

Accordingly, this Scoping Report is provided to all relevant Statutory consultees for their consideration and 

comment with regard to the proposed development of Keerglen Wind Farm.   

2. The Proposed Development 

Site Context 

The Site is situated in a small upland valley of moorland and forestry, opening to rural / pastoral landscape 

to the east. The site is located circa 5.5 km to the south of Ballycastle and 15 km north of Crossmolina, 

County Mayo. In terms of land use, the Site generally comprises of moorland which is characterised by low-

growing vegetation on acidic soils. There is a bog located to the south of the site. Turf is harvested in this 

area of the site. 

Keerglen River runs c.100m north of the site boundary. It also runs 100m west of the site boundary. The 

closest nationally designated site is the Ummerantarry Bog National Heritage Area (NHA), which is located 

c.250m west of the site boundary. The Glenamoy Bog Complex Special Area of Conservation (SAC) is 

located c.1.4km north of the site boundary. The Bellacorick Bog Complex SAC is located c.2.3km south of 

the site boundary. The potential for the proposed development to have any impact on designated sites will 

be assessed as part of the EIA process. 

In terms of the surrounding road network the site is bound by a number of local roads and local road 

laneways. The nearest secondary road to the site is the R315 located c.2.3km east of the site as it joins 

Ballycastle to Crossmolina. The N59 National Primary Road is situated 14.8km south of the site. 
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The Proposed Development 

The proposed development of Keerglen Wind Farm at this stage is likely to comprise of approximately 10 

wind turbines with a maximum overall blade tip height of 185m. The proposed development is also likely to 

consist of the following1 : 

 1no. permanent Met Mast; 

 1no. 38kV electrical substation; 

 /crane pads at each turbine; 

 Underground cabling required to connect the on-site substation to each of the wind turbines;  

 Connection to the national electricity grid at the existing 38/110kV Tawnaghmore substation in the 

townland of Tawnaghmore Upper, Co. Mayo; 

 Upgrading of existing site access tracks and construction of new site access tracks as required; 

 A temporary site compound and all associated works; 

 All associated infrastructure and site development works. 

A site location plan is included at Figure 1, while the current indicative wind farm layout is included at Figure 

2.  

Grid Connection 

Electricity energy generated from Keerglen Wind Farm will be connected to the national electricity grid via 

a 38kV underground cable from a proposed electrical substation at the Wind Farm to the existing 

38kV/110kV substation at Tawnaghmore in the townland of Tawnaghmore Upper, Co. Mayo. It is proposed 

that the majority of the grid connection infrastructure will be installed underground within the body of the 

public road network along the route. In some isolated instances, in order to traverse water crossings along 

the grid route it may be necessary to utilise overhead lines, spanning a limited distance over the water 

crossing before re-establishing the cabling underground and continuing along the route to the Tawnaghmore 

substation.  

The grid connection route is circa 19.3km in length between the proposed Keerglen Wind Farm and 

Tawnaghmore substation as shown in Figure 3.  

 

1 This is a provisional development description and is subject to amendments prior to submission of the application 
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3. Need for the Proposed Development  

Legislative and Policy Context 

On the 10th December 2015, the Irish Government signed into law, the Climate Action and Low Carbon 

Development Act. This provided for the establishment of a national framework to facilitate a low carbon, 

climate resilient, and environmentally sustainable economy by 2050. The Act serves as a primary piece of 

Agreement.  

The Paris Agreement is a universal, legally binding global climate change agreement. 195 countries signed 

the agreement which set out a global framework to mitigate against dangerous climate change by limiting 

ability to deal with the impacts of climate change and to support them in their efforts. 

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), a scientific body that provide clear and up to date 

views of the current state of scientific knowledge relevant to climate change, have made clear that the 

window for action on climate change is rapidly closing highlighting that each of the last three decades has 

 

The IPCC report that continued emissions of greenhouse gases will cause further warming and changes in 

all components of the climate system and to limit Climate change, substantial and sustained reductions of 

greenhouse gas emissions will be required. The energy supply sector is the largest contributor to global 

greenhouse gas emissions. As such, the IPCC have recommended that renewable energy sources 

(including wind energy) will have to grow from 30% of global electricity to 80% by 2050 in order to meet the 

commitments contained within the Paris Agreement.  

In a European context, the EU Renewable Energy Directive (2009/28/EC) was published in April 2009 and 

sought the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources. The Directive set a mandatory national 

target for the overall share of energy from renewable sources for each Member State. This package was 

% 

increase in energy efficiency by 2020.  

In December 2018, a revised EU Renewable Energy Directive 2018/2001/EU (RED II) came into force and 

shall be transposed by June 2021. This new regulatory framework includes a binding renewable energy 

target of 32% for the EU by 2030. It further includes a review clause whereby an upward revision of this 

target will be considered by 2023. 
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In August 2019 the Climate Action Plan (CAP) was published by the Irish Government. The CAP recognises 

the need for decisive action to tackle climate disruption. It sets out an ambitious course of action to address 

economic and natural resources. The CAP clearly recognises that Ireland must significantly step up its 

commitments to tackle climate disruption. One of the key targets set out in the CAP is to increase electricity 

from renewable sources to 80% by 2030.    

In June 2020, a programme for government was agreed by the collation of Fine Gael, Fianna Fail and the 

deliver a reduction in overall greenhouse gas emissions by on average 7%per annum between 2021 to 

2030, with the aim of achieving net zero by 2050. The programme further outlines the governments ambition 

to pursue a rapid decarbonisation agenda through the delivery of renewable electricity.  

The Climate Action Plan 2021 was published on the 4th of November 2021 and sets out a detailed sectoral 

roadmap designed to deliver a 51% reduction in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 2030. This doubles 

the ambition of the 2019 Climate Action Plan, and will require significant reductions from all sectors, 

recognising that the abatement potential will vary by sector.  

In order to achieve these goals, the target for renewables on the national grid has been increased from 70% 

by 2030 to up to 80%. This will include an increased target of up to 8 Gigawatts of onshore wind energy.  

 

In this context, new renewable wind energy developments ar

transition toward carbon neutrality. Ireland is a world leader when it comes to incorporating large amounts 

of wind-generated energy onto the electricity network, widely regarded as the main contributor to facilitating 

Proposed developments like Keerglen Wind Farm 

and other wind energy developments will further contribute towards this national effort and will play a critical 

role in addressing Ireland s climate change and renewable energy targets and obligations. 
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4. Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

Methodology 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report Structure 

The EIAR will be prepared in compliance with the provisions set out in the revised EIA Directive 2014/52/EU 

(Revised Directive) which was transposed into Irish legislation in September 2018. The draft EPA guidelines 

on the information to be contained in environmental impact assessment reports, dated August 2017 will also 

be used as a key point of reference in the compilation of the EIAR.   

The Revised Directive and EPA guidance document describes the minimum information that an EIAR is to 

contain: 

a) a description of the project comprising information on the site, design, size and other relevant features of 

the project; 

b) a description of the likely significant effects of the project on the environment; 

c) a description of the features of the project and/or measures envisaged in order to avoid, prevent or reduce 

and, if possible, offset likely significant adverse effects on the environment; 

d) a description of the reasonable alternatives studied by the developer, which are relevant to the project 

and its specific characteristics, and an indication of the main reasons for the option chosen, taking into 

account the effects of the project on the environment;  

e) a non-technical summary of the information referred to in points (a) to (d); and  

f) any additional information specified in Annex IV relevant to the specific characteristics of a particular 

project or type of project and to the environmental features likely to be affected. 

The format of the EIAR will be designed to ensure that standard methods are used to ensure that all of the 

information set out above is captured and clearly described in each section of the EIAR. Each specialist 

environmental topic will generally assessed and described in terms of: 

- Introduction; 

- Statement of competence; 

- Site/Development Description; 

- Methodology; 

- Potential Impacts (associated with the proposed development); 

- Mitigation and Monitoring Measures (for any identified impacts); 

- Residual Impacts  

- Conclusions 
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Proposed Environmental Impact Assessment Report Topics 

It is proposed that the following topics be covered as part of the EIAR for Knockroe Wind Farm: 

Table 1.1 EIAR Topics 

Subject Chapter 

Alternatives, Scoping and Consultation 2 

Description of development 3 

Policy and legislation 4 

Biodiversity - Ornithology 5 

Biodiversity  Terrestrial and Aquatic Ecology  6 

Soils, Geology, Hydrogeology and Hydrology  7 

Material Assets  Aviation, Telecommunications and Electromagnetic 

Interference  
8 

Landscape and Visual 9 

Shadow Flicker   10 

Noise 11 

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage   12 

Transport, Traffic & Access   13 

Population and Human Health 14 

Air quality and Climate 15 

Interactions of the Foregoing 16 

Description of Likely Significant Effects and Impacts 

 

 

statutory requirement of the EIA process. The statutory criteria for the presentation of the characteristics of 

potential impacts requires that potential significant impacts are described with reference to the extent, 

magnitude, complexity, probability, duration, frequency, reversibility and trans frontier nature (if applicable) 

of the impact. 

Table 1.2 below, presents a summary of impacts as published in the EPA guidelines. Standard definitions 

are provided which permit the evaluation and classification of the quality, significance, duration and type of 

impacts associated with a proposed development on the receiving environment. The use of pre-existing 

standardised terms for the classification of impacts ensures that the EIA employs a systematic approach, 

which can be replicated across all disciplines covered in the EIAR. The consistent application of terminology 

throughout the EIAR facilitates the assessment of the proposed development on the receiving environment. 
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Table 1.2 Impact Classification Terminology (EPA, 2017) 

Impact 

Characteristic 

Term Description  

Quality  Positive  A change which improves the quality of the environment 

Neutral No effects or effects that are imperceptible, within normal bounds of 

variation or within the 

margin of forecasting error 

Negative  A change which reduces the quality of the environment 

 

Significance  Imperceptible An effect capable of measurement but without 

significant consequences 

Not Significant An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 

environment but without significant consequences 

Slight  An effect which causes noticeable changes in the character of the 

environment without affecting its sensitivities 

Moderate  An effect that alters the character of the environment in a manner 

consistent with existing and emerging baseline trends 

Significant An effect, which by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity 

alters a sensitive aspect of the environment 

Very Significant An effect which, by its character, magnitude, duration or intensity 

significantly alters most of a sensitive aspect of the environment 

Profound An effect which obliterates sensitive characteristics 

 

Extent and 

Context 

Extent Describe the size of the area, number of sites and the proportion of 

a population affected by an effect 

Context Describe whether the extent, duration, or frequency will conform or 

contrast with established (baseline) conditions 

 

Probability  Likely Effects that can reasonably be expected to occur because of the 

planned project if all mitigation measures are properly implemented 

Unlikely  Effects that can reasonably be expected not to occur because of the 

planned project if all mitigation measures are properly implemented 
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Duration and 

Frequency 

Momentary Effects lasting from seconds to minutes 

Brief Effects lasting less than a day 

Temporary Effects lasting less than a year 

Short-term Effects lasting one to seven years 

Medium-term Effects lasting seven to fifteen years 

Long-term Effects lasting fifteen to sixty years 

Permanent  Effect lasting over sixty years 

Reversible Effects that can be undone, for example 

through remediation or restoration 

Frequency  Describe how often the effect will occur. (once, 

rarely, occasionally, frequently, constantly  or 

hourly, daily, weekly, monthly, annually) 

 

Type Indirect Impacts on the environment, which are not a direct result of the 

project, often produced away from the project site or because of a 

complex pathway 

Cumulative The addition of many minor or significant effects, including effects of 

other projects, to create larger, more significant effects 

 The environment as it would be in the future should the subject 

project not be carried out 

Worst Case The effects arising from a project in the case where mitigation 

measures substantially fail 

Indeterminable  When the full consequences of a change in the environment cannot 

be described 

Irreversible When the character, distinctiveness, diversity, or reproductive 

capacity of an environment is permanently lost 

Residual Degree of environmental change that will occur after the proposed 

mitigation measures have taken effect 

Synergistic  Where the resultant effect is of greater significance than the sum of 

its constituents 

Each impact is described in terms of its quality, significance, extent, duration and frequency and type, 

- will also be predicted in respect of each environmental theme in the 

EIAR. Residual impacts will also be presented following any impact for which mitigation measures are 

prescribed. The remaining impact types will be presented as required or where applicable throughout the 

EIAR. Any potential interactions between the various aspects of the environment assessed throughout the 
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EIAR will be presented in the Interactions . 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report Volumes 

The EIAR shall comprise five volumes and will be accompanied by a Non-Technical Summary. The five 

volumes are as follows: 

Table 1.3 EIAR Volumes 

Volume Content 

Volume 1 EIAR Non-Technical Summary 

Volume 2 EIAR Main Text 

Volume 3 EIAR Figures 

Volume 4 EIAR Appendices  

Volume 5 EIAR Landscape Figures 

Volume 1 of the EIAR will contain a Non-Technical Summary, which will give a brief non-specialist outline 

of the project. Volume 2 will contain the main text of the EIAR. Volume 3 will contain the figures associated 

with the various Chapters in Volume 2 and Volume 5 will contains landscape photomontages associated 

with the Landscape and Visual Assessment Chapter. The appendices will be contained in Volume 4. 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report Team 

ABO Wind are managing and coordinating the production of the EIAR and have engaged a team of specialist 

and competent consultants to carryout baseline survey work and conduct impact statements. Table 1.4 

provides a summary of the professional team and their area of contribution. 

Table 1.4 Summary of Professional Team  

Consultant Contribution Chapter 

ABO Wind Ireland LTD 

Project Management 

Description of the development 

Alternatives, scoping and consultation 

Policy and Legislation 

Interactions of the foregoing 

 

1, 2, 3, 4 

and 17 

 

 

BES 

 
Biodiversity  Ornithology  5 

Ecology Ireland  

 
Biodiversity - Terrestrial ecology  6 

Hydro Environmental Systems  

 
Soils, Geology, hydrogeology and hydrology 7 

AI Bridges Material Assets  Telecoms and Aviation 8 

Macroworks 

 
Landscape and Visual Assessment 9 
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Table 1.4 Summary of Professional Team  

Consultant Contribution Chapter 

ABO Wind Ireland LTD  

 
Shadow Flicker  10 

Irwin Carr 
Noise Assessment 

 

11 

 

 

 

Dermot Neilis 

 

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage 12 

 

 

Transport and traffic assessment 

 

13 

Arcus Consulting Ltd 

 
Population and Human Health 14 

AWN Consulting Ltd.  

 

Air Quality and Climate 

 
15 

Purser Talton Forestry 16 
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5. Consultation  

Scoping Consultation  

EIA scoping seeks to facilitate a process of consultation with Statutory consultees, inviting them to identify 

any potential requirements, impacts or considerations that should be included during the preparation of the 

EIAR.  

Accordingly, this Scoping Report is provided to all relevant Statutory consultees for their consideration and 

comment with regard to the proposed development of Keerglen Wind Farm.   

Additional consultees can be added throughout the preparation of the EIAR and through discussions with 

the competent authority and statutory consultees as necessary. 

Public Consultation  

ABO Wind is committed to community engagement, which recognises the right of residents to have a 

meaningful role in developments that affect their community. A Community Liaison Officer (CLO) has been 

appointed for the Keerglen Wind Farm Project and has already commenced engagement with the local 

community. The purpose of the CLO is to introduce the project to the local community, engage and 

communicate with the local community in a timely and appropriate manner.  

The CLO will share information and project progress updates with the local community as and when it is 

relevant to do so. Feedback and information received throughout the consultation process will be considered 

and is used to inform the design process. 

Following initial feasibility work and once it was established that the project could proceed to the planning 

stage, the community engagement plan was developed. This plan set out the steps that would be taken in 

order to ensure that there was an open, transparent and two-way consultation process in place with the 

community from an early stage in the project.   

6. Natura Impact Statement   
Keerglen Wind Farm will be subject to the Appropriate Assessment (AA) screening process. The AA 

screening and, if required, a Natura Impact Statement will be prepared in accordance with the 

European Commission guidance document Assessment of Plans and Projects Significantly affecting 

Natura 2000 Sites: Methodological Guidance on the provisions of Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the Habitats 

 

Appropriate Assessment of Plans and Projects in Ireland (December 2009, amended February 2010). 
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Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
 
From: Environmental Co-ordination (Inbox) <Environmental_Co-ordination@agriculture.gov.ie> 
Sent: Tuesday, March 8, 2022 9:54 AM 
To: David Clarke <David.Clarke@abo-wind.com> 
Subject: RE: Consultation - Keerglen Wind Farm 
  
Hello 
The following are the comments from the Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine in relation to the 
proposed development: 
  
If the proposed development will involve the felling or removal of any trees, the developer must obtain a 
Felling License from this Department before trees are felled or removed. A Felling Licence application 
form can be obtained from Felling Section, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, 
Johnstown Castle Estate, Co. Wexford. Email: felling.forestservice@agriculture.gov.ie  or Web gov.ie - 
Tree Felling Licences (www.gov.ie) 
  
A Felling Licence granted by the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine provides authority under 
the Forestry Act 2014 to fell or otherwise remove a tree or trees and/or to thin a forest for silvicultural 
reasons. The Act prescribes the functions of the Minister and details the requirements, rights and 
obligations in relation to felling licences. The principal set of regulations giving further effect to the 
Forestry Act 2014 are the Forestry Regulations 2017 (S.I. No. 191 of 2017). 
  
The developer should take note of the contents of Felling and Reforestation Policy document which 
provide a consolidated source of information on the legal and regulatory framework relating to tree 
felling; gov.ie - Tree Felling Licences (www.gov.ie) As this development is within forest lands, particular 
attention should be paid to deforestation, turbulence felling and the requirement to afforest alternative 
lands. 
  
In order to ensure regulated forestry operations in Ireland accord with the principles of sustainable forest 
management (SFM), as well fulfilling the requirements of other relevant environmental protection laws, 
the Department (acting through its Forest Service division) must undertake particular consultations, and 
give certain matters full consideration during the assessment of individual Felling Licence applications. 
This includes consultation with relevant bodies, the application of various protocols and procedures (e.g. 
Forest Service Appropriate Assessment Procedure), and the requirement for applicants on occasion to 
provide further information (e.g. a Natura Impact Statement). 
  
Consequently, when the Forest Service is considering an application to fell trees, the following applies: 
  

1. The interaction of these proposed works with the environment locally and more widely, in addition to 
potential direct and indirect impacts on designated sites and water, is assessed. Consultation with relevant 
environmental and planning authorities may be required where specific sensitivities arise (e.g. local 
authorities, National Parks & Wildlife Service, Inland Fisheries Ireland, and the National Monuments Service); 
  

2. Where a tree Felling Licence application is received, the Department will publish a notice of the application 
before making a decision on the matter. The notice shall state that any person may make a submission to the 
Department within 30 days from the date of the notice. The notices are published online at: gov.ie - Felling 
Licence Applications (www.gov.ie) 
  

3. Third parties that make a submission or observation will be informed of the decision to grant or refuse the 
licence, and on request, details of the conditions attached to the licence, the main reasons and considerations 
on which the decision to grant or refuse the licence was based, and where conditions are attached to any 
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licence, the reasons for the conditions. Both third parties and applicants will be also informed of their right to 
appeal any decision within 14 days to the Forestry Appeals Committee. Felling Licence decision are published 
online at: gov.ie  - Felling Licence Decisions (www.gov.ie) 
  
It is important to note that when applying to a Local Authority, or An Bord Pleanàla, for planning 
permission where developments are: 
  

            a) subject to an EIA procedure (including screening in the case of a sub-threshold development) and any 
resulting requirement to produce an EIAR; and/or 
  

            b) subject to an Appropriate Assessment procedure (including screening) and any resulting requirement 
to a Natura Impact Statement (NIS); and 

              
            c) the proposed development in its construction or operational phases, or any works ancillary thereto, 

would directly or indirectly involve the felling and replanting of trees, deforestation for the purposes of 
conversion to another type of land use, or replacement of broadleaf high forest by conifer species, 
  

1. that there is a requirement inter alia under the EIA Directive for an overall assessment of the effects of the 
project or the alteration thereof on the environment to be undertaken, including the direct and indirect 
environmental impact of the project; and 

2. pursuant to Article 2(3) of the EIA Directive, the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine strongly 
recommends that, notwithstanding the fact that a parallel consent in the form of felling licence may also have 
to be applied for, any EIAR and/or NIS produced in connection with the application for planning permission to 
the Local Planning Authority or An Bord Pleanàla, should include an assessment of the impact of and measures, 
as appropriate, to prevent, mitigate or compensate for any significant adverse effects direct or indirect 
identified on the environment arising from such felling and replanting of trees, deforestation for the purposes 
of conversion to another type of land use, or replacement of broadleaf high forest by conifer species. 
  
Kind regards 
  
Cathy Hewitt 
Executive Officer 
An tAonad um Chomhordú Timpeallachta, An Rannóg um Athrú Aeráide agus Beartas Bithfhuinnimh, 
Environmental Co-ordination Unit | Climate Change & Bioenergy Policy Division | 
An Roinn Talmhaíochta, Bia agus Mara 
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine 
Pailliún A, Páirc Gnó Grattan, Bóthar Átha Cliath, Port Laoise, Co Laoise, R32 K857 
Pavilion A, Grattan Business Park, Dublin Road, Portlaoise, Co Laois, R32 K857 
T +353 (0)57 868 9915   environmentalco-ordination@agriculture.gov.ie 
www.agriculture.gov.ie 
  
  
From: David Clarke <David.Clarke@abo-wind.com> 
Sent: Tuesday 8 February 2022 13:26 
Subject: Consultation - Keerglen Wind Farm 
  
CAUTION: This Email originated from Outside of this department. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. Otherwise Please Forward 
any suspicious Emails to Notify.Cyber@agriculture.gov.ie . 
  
Dear Consultee, 
  
ABO Wind Ireland Ltd. (ABO Wind) are seeking to develop a Wind Farm within the townlands of Keerglen, Co. Mayo. 
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Accordingly, we have commenced the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process to support a forthcoming 
planning application that will be submitted to Mayo County Council. The proposed wind farm site is located circa 
5.5 km to the south of Ballycastle and 15 km north of the village of Crossmolina, County Mayo. 
  
Further details of the proposed project can be found in the attached Scoping Report. A Site Location Plan, Site 
Layout Plan and Grid Connection Route Drawing are also attached for your information. 
  
We are consulting with you on this proposal as it may be of interest to you (or your organisation). While you will be 
presented with the opportunity to make a submission on the proposed development as part of the statutory 
planning process, we wanted to engage with you early in the process to make you aware of the emerging proposals 
and to provide you the opportunity to comment as necessary. If there are any key issues which you consider should 
be addressed during the preparation of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) we would welcome 
your input at this stage. 
  
Should this consultation request be directed to another contact within your organisation we would be grateful if 
you could forward this information on to them, or respond to this email and provide us with the appropriate 
contact. 
  
If you have any queries, or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
David 
David Clarke 
Junior Project Manager 
 
Unit 3, Aspen Court 
Cornelscourt 
Dublin 
D18 K400 
David.Clarke@abo-wind.com 
Phone: +353 (0)1 289 08 45 
Mobile: +353 (0)86 2363564 
 

 
 
Incorporated in Ireland as a private company limited by shares under Certificate No. 437476 
 
The information contained in this message is confidential or protected by law. If you are not the intended 
recipient, please contact the sender and delete this message. Any unauthorised copying of this message or 
unauthorised distribution of the information contained herein is prohibited. 
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Failte Ireland 
 
Hello David, 
  
Thank you for your email regarding the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the proposed wind 
farm site located circa 5.5 km to the south of Ballycastle and 15 km north of the village of Crossmolina, 
County Mayo.  
  

you may find informative for the preparation of the Environmental Impact Assessment for the proposed 
project.  The purpose of this report is to provide guidance for those conducting Environmental Impact 
Assessment and compiling an Environmental Impact Assessment Reports (EIAR), or those assessing 
EIARs, where the project involves tourism or may have an impact upon tourism. These guidelines are 
non-statutory and act as supplementary advice to the EPA EIAR Guidelines outlined in section 2. 
  
Regards, 
  
Yvonne 
  
Yvonne Jackson 
Product Developmen-Environment & Planning Support | Fáilte Ireland 
  
88-95 Amiens Street, Dublin 1, D01 WR86  
Currently working Remotely | M +353 (0)86 0357590 
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LinkedIn | Twitter | YouTube | Facebook 
  

 
  
  
  
From: David Clarke <David.Clarke@abo-wind.com>  
Sent: Tuesday 8 February 2022 13:26 
Subject: Consultation - Keerglen Wind Farm 
  
[ATTENTION] This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open attachments unless 
you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
Dear Consultee,  
  
ABO Wind Ireland Ltd. (ABO Wind) are seeking to develop a Wind Farm within the townlands of Keerglen, 
Co. Mayo.  
  
Accordingly, we have commenced the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process to support a 
forthcoming planning application that will be submitted to Mayo County Council.  The proposed wind farm 
site is located circa 5.5 km to the south of Ballycastle and 15 km north of the village of Crossmolina, 
County Mayo.  
  
Further details of the proposed project can be found in the attached Scoping Report. A Site Location Plan, 
Site Layout Plan and Grid Connection Route Drawing are also attached for your information. 
  
We are consulting with you on this proposal as it may be of interest to you (or your organisation). While 
you will be presented with the opportunity to make a submission on the proposed development as part of 
the statutory planning process, we wanted to engage with you early in the process to make you aware of 
the emerging proposals and to provide you the opportunity to comment as necessary. If there are any key 
issues which you consider should be addressed during the preparation of the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR) we would welcome your input at this stage. 
  
Should this consultation request be directed to another contact within your organisation we would be 
grateful if you could forward this information on to them, or respond to this email and provide us with the 
appropriate contact.   
  
If you have any queries, or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  
  
Kind regards, 
  
David 
David Clarke 
Junior Project Manager 
 
Unit 3, Aspen Court 
Cornelscourt 
Dublin 
D18 K400 
David.Clarke@abo-wind.com  
Phone: +353 (0)1 289 08 45 
Mobile: +353 (0)86 2363564 
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Incorporated in Ireland as a private company limited by shares under Certificate No. 437476 
  
The information contained in this message is confidential or protected by law. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and delete this message. 
Any unauthorised copying of this message or unauthorised distribution of the information contained herein is prohibited. 
 

 
 

Irish Water 

Good morning David, 
 
 
I hope you are well today. 
 
 
Please find attached Irish Waters response to your EIA scoping request relating to your forthcoming 
planning application for a wind farm 
development located circa 5.5 km to the south of Ballycastle and 15 km north of the village of Crossmolina, 
County Mayo. 
  
If you need anything else, please let me know.  
 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
Cillian Claffey B.A, MPlan 
Development Management Planning 

Uisce Éireann 
Teach Colvill, 24-26 Sráid Thalbóid, Baile Átha Cliath 1, D01 NP86, Éire 
Irish Water 
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Colvill House, 24-26 Talbot Street, Dublin 1, D01 NP86, Ireland 
 
T + 01 89 25187 
M +353 89 260 3904 
cillian.claffey@water.ie
www.water.ie 
Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn 
 
 
 
 
 
From: David Clarke <David.Clarke@abo-wind.com>  
Sent: Tuesday 8 February 2022 13:26 
Subject: Consultation - Keerglen Wind Farm 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of your organisation. Do not click links or open attachments 
unless you recognise the sender and are sure that the content is safe. 

Dear Consultee,  
ABO Wind Ireland Ltd. (ABO Wind) are seeking to develop a Wind Farm within the townlands of Keerglen, 
Co. Mayo.  
Accordingly, we have commenced the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process to support a 
forthcoming planning application that will be submitted to Mayo County Council. The proposed wind farm 
site is located circa 5.5 km to the south of Ballycastle and 15 km north of the village of Crossmolina, County 
Mayo.  
Further details of the proposed project can be found in the attached Scoping Report. A Site Location Plan, 
Site Layout Plan and Grid Connection Route Drawing are also attached for your information. 
We are consulting with you on this proposal as it may be of interest to you (or your organisation). While you 
will be presented with the opportunity to make a submission on the proposed development as part of the 
statutory planning process, we wanted to engage with you early in the process to make you aware of the 
emerging proposals and to provide you the opportunity to comment as necessary. If there are any key 
issues which you consider should be addressed during the preparation of the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR) we would welcome your input at this stage. 
Should this consultation request be directed to another contact within your organisation we would be 
grateful if you could forward this information on to them, or respond to this email and provide us with the 
appropriate contact.  
If you have any queries, or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  
Kind regards, 
David 
David Clarke 
Junior Project Manager 
 
Unit 3, Aspen Court 
Cornelscourt 
Dublin 
D18 K400 
David.Clarke@abo-wind.com  
Phone: +353 (0)1 289 08 45 
Mobile: +353 (0)86 2363564 
 

 
 
Incorporated in Ireland as a private company limited by shares under Certificate No. 437476 
 
The information contained in this message is confidential or protected by law. If you are not the intended 
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recipient, please contact the sender and delete this message. Any unauthorised copying of this message or 
unauthorised distribution of the information contained herein is prohibited. 
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Geological Survey Ireland 
 
Dear David, 
 
With reference to your email received on the 08 February 2022, concerning the Scoping 
Report for Keerglen Wind Farm, Co Mayo, please find attached response and dataset sheet 
from Geological Survey Ireland. 
 
If you have any further queries or if we can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to 
contact me Trish Smullen, or my colleague Clare Glanville at GSIPlanning@gsi.ie. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Trish Smullen 
Geological Survey Ireland 
 
From: GSI Planning  
Sent: 08 February 2022 16:58 
To: Clare Glanville; Sophie O'Connor; Brian McConnell; Monica Lee; Taly Hunter Williams; Sean Cullen; Charise 
McKeon; Jim Hodgson; Eoin McGrath; Trish Smullen 
Cc: GSI Planning 
Subject: EIS 22/33 - Scoping Report for Keerglen Wind Farm, Co Mayo 
  
EIS 22/33 
  
Scoping Report for Keerglen Wind Farm, Co Mayo. Request for observations by ABO Wind Ireland Ltd. 
Documents are enclosed. 
  
Regards, 
  
John 
  
From: David Clarke [mailto:David.Clarke@abo-wind.com]  
Sent: 08 February 2022 13:26 
Subject: Consultation - Keerglen Wind Farm 
  
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organisation. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognise the sender and know the content is safe. 
  
Dear Consultee,  
  
ABO Wind Ireland Ltd. (ABO Wind) are seeking to develop a Wind Farm within the townlands of 
Keerglen, Co. Mayo.  
  
Accordingly, we have commenced the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process to support a 
forthcoming planning application that will be submitted to Mayo County Council.  The proposed wind 
farm site is located circa 5.5 km to the south of Ballycastle and 15 km north of the village of 
Crossmolina, County Mayo.  
  
Further details of the proposed project can be found in the attached Scoping Report. A Site Location 
Plan, Site Layout Plan and Grid Connection Route Drawing are also attached for your information. 
  
We are consulting with you on this proposal as it may be of interest to you (or your organisation). While 
you will be presented with the opportunity to make a submission on the proposed development as part 
of the statutory planning process, we wanted to engage with you early in the process to make you 
aware of the emerging proposals and to provide you the opportunity to comment as necessary. If there 
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are any key issues which you consider should be addressed during the preparation of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) we would welcome your input at this stage. 
  
Should this consultation request be directed to another contact within your organisation we would be 
grateful if you could forward this information on to them, or respond to this email and provide us with 
the appropriate contact.   
  
If you have any queries, or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  
  
Kind regards, 
  
David 
David Clarke 
Junior Project Manager 
 
Unit 3, Aspen Court 
Cornelscourt 
Dublin 
D18 K400 
David.Clarke@abo-wind.com  
Phone: +353 (0)1 289 08 45 
Mobile: +353 (0)86 2363564 
 

 
  
Incorporated in Ireland as a private company limited by shares under Certificate No. 437476 
  
The information contained in this message is confidential or protected by law. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and delete this 
message. Any unauthorised copying of this message or unauthorised distribution of the information contained herein is prohibited. 
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Irish Wildlife Trust 
 
Dear David, 
 
Apologies for the late reply. 
 
Thank you for contacting us. We do not have the staff capacity to respond to this consultation at the 
moment but will keep it on file.  
 
Kind regards, 
Fabiola Vieira 
 
On Tue, 8 Feb 2022 at 13:27, David Clarke <David.Clarke@abo-wind.com> wrote: 

Dear Consultee,  

ABO Wind Ireland Ltd. (ABO Wind) are seeking to develop a Wind Farm within the townlands of 
Keerglen, Co. Mayo.  

Accordingly, we have commenced the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process to support a 
forthcoming planning application that will be submitted to Mayo County Council. The proposed wind farm 
site is located circa 5.5 km to the south of Ballycastle and 15 km north of the village of Crossmolina, 
County Mayo.  

Further details of the proposed project can be found in the attached Scoping Report. A Site Location 
Plan, Site Layout Plan and Grid Connection Route Drawing are also attached for your information. 

We are consulting with you on this proposal as it may be of interest to you (or your organisation). While 
you will be presented with the opportunity to make a submission on the proposed development as part of 
the statutory planning process, we wanted to engage with you early in the process to make you aware of 
the emerging proposals and to provide you the opportunity to comment as necessary. If there are any 
key issues which you consider should be addressed during the preparation of the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR) we would welcome your input at this stage. 

Should this consultation request be directed to another contact within your organisation we would be 
grateful if you could forward this information on to them, or respond to this email and provide us with the 
appropriate contact.  

If you have any queries, or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  

Kind regards, 

David 

David Clarke 
Junior Project Manager 

 
Unit 3, Aspen Court 
Cornelscourt 
Dublin 
D18 K400 
David.Clarke@abo-wind.com  
Phone: +353 (0)1 289 08 45 
Mobile: +353 (0)86 2363564 
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Incorporated in Ireland as a private company limited by shares under Certificate No. 437476 
 
The information contained in this message is confidential or protected by law. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and delete this 
message. Any unauthorised copying of this message or unauthorised distribution of the information contained herein is prohibited. 

 
 
 
 
Office of Public Works  
 
Dear Mr Clarke, 
 
Please find attached OPW response to email below. 
 
Kind regards 
Karen 
 
 
From: David Clarke <David.Clarke@abo-wind.com>  
Sent: Tuesday 8 February 2022 13:26 
Subject: Consultation - Keerglen Wind Farm 
 
Dear Consultee,  
 
ABO Wind Ireland Ltd. (ABO Wind) are seeking to develop a Wind Farm within the townlands of Keerglen, 
Co. Mayo.  
 
Accordingly, we have commenced the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process to support a 
forthcoming planning application that will be submitted to Mayo County Council.  The proposed wind farm 
site is located circa 5.5 km to the south of Ballycastle and 15 km north of the village of Crossmolina, 
County Mayo.  
 
Further details of the proposed project can be found in the attached Scoping Report. A Site Location Plan, 
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Site Layout Plan and Grid Connection Route Drawing are also attached for your information. 
 
We are consulting with you on this proposal as it may be of interest to you (or your organisation). While 
you will be presented with the opportunity to make a submission on the proposed development as part of 
the statutory planning process, we wanted to engage with you early in the process to make you aware of 
the emerging proposals and to provide you the opportunity to comment as necessary. If there are any key 
issues which you consider should be addressed during the preparation of the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR) we would welcome your input at this stage. 
 
Should this consultation request be directed to another contact within your organisation we would be 
grateful if you could forward this information on to them, or respond to this email and provide us with the 
appropriate contact.   
 
If you have any queries, or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
David 
David Clarke 
Junior Project Manager 
 
Unit 3, Aspen Court 
Cornelscourt 
Dublin 
D18 K400 
David.Clarke@abo-wind.com  
Phone: +353 (0)1 289 08 45 
Mobile: +353 (0)86 2363564 
 

 
  
Incorporated in Ireland as a private company limited by shares under Certificate No. 437476 
  
The information contained in this message is confidential or protected by law. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and delete this message. 
Any unauthorised copying of this message or unauthorised distribution of the information contained herein is prohibited. 
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Irish Peatland Conservation Council 
 
Hi David,  
 
Please see attached letter from Irish Peatland Conservation Council regarding the proposed Keerglen 
Windarm. 
 
Please confirm receipt and thank you for allowing us to make comments on this project. 
 
Tristram Whyte BSc (Hons) Applied Freshwater & Marine Biology
Conservation, Policy & Fundraising Officer 
Irish Peatland Conservation Council 
Lullymore 
Rathangan 
Co. Kildare 
R51 V293 
 
045 860133 
bogs@ipcc.ie 
CHY6829 
Registered Charity Number 20013547 
Visit http://www.ipcc.ie to learn all about the Save the Bogs Campaign or to arrange your visit to the Bog 
of Allen Nature Centre 
 
 
On 8 Feb 2022, at 13:25, David Clarke wrote: 
 
 
Dear Consultee, 
  
ABO Wind Ireland Ltd. (ABO Wind) are seeking to develop a Wind Farm within the townlands of Keerglen, 
Co. Mayo. 
  
Accordingly, we have commenced the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process to support a 
forthcoming planning application that will be submitted to Mayo County Council.  The proposed wind farm 
site is located circa 5.5 km to the south of Ballycastle and 15 km north of the village of Crossmolina, 
County Mayo. 
  
Further details of the proposed project can be found in the attached Scoping Report. A Site Location Plan, 
Site Layout Plan and Grid Connection Route Drawing are also attached for your information. 
  
We are consulting with you on this proposal as it may be of interest to you (or your organisation). While 
you will be presented with the opportunity to make a submission on the proposed development as part of 
the statutory planning process, we wanted to engage with you early in the process to make you aware of 
the emerging proposals and to provide you the opportunity to comment as necessary. If there are any key 
issues which you consider should be addressed during the preparation of the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR) we would welcome your input at this stage. 
  
Should this consultation request be directed to another contact within your organisation we would be 
grateful if you could forward this information on to them, or respond to this email and provide us with the 
appropriate contact.  
  
If you have any queries, or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
  
Kind regards, 
  
David 
David Clarke 
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Junior Project Manager 
 
Unit 3, Aspen Court 
Cornelscourt 
Dublin 
D18 K400 
David.Clarke@abo-wind.com  
Phone: +353 (0)1 289 08 45 
Mobile: +353 (0)86 2363564 
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Health Service Executive 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
Please find attached Environmental Health Service (Mayo) submission in relation to the above proposed 
development. 
I would appreciate acknowledgement of your receipt of same. 
 
Kind regards, 
Evelyn Keane 
EHO 
Evelyn.keane@hse.ie 
Mobile:0862490144 

  

Need information and advice on COVID-19? Go to www.hse.ie/coronavirus 
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Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
Our Ref: G Pre00025/2022 (Please quote in all related correspondence) 
A Chara 
I acknowledge receipt of your recent consultation.  
In the event of observations, you will receive a co-ordinated heritage-related response by email from Development 
Applications Unit (DAU). 
The normal target turnaround for pre-planning and other general consultations is six weeks from date of receipt. In 
relation to general consultations from public bodies under the European Communities (Environmental Assessment 
of Certain Plans and Programmes) Regulations 2004 to 2011, the Department endeavours to meet deadline dates, 
where requested. 
If you have not heard from DAU and wish to receive an update, please email manager.dau@housing.gov.ie.  
Regards 
Diarmuid 

Diarmuid Buttimer 
Executive Officer 
An Roinn Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta 
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage 
Aonad na nIarratas ar Fhorbairt  
Development Applications Unit 
Oifigí an Rialtais  
Government Offices 
Bóthar an Bhaile Nua, Loch Garman, Contae Loch Garman, Y35 AP90 
Newtown Road, Wexford, County Wexford, Y35 AP90 
__ 
Diarmuid.Buttimer@housing.gov.ie  
Manager.DAU@housing.gov.ie 
From: David Clarke <David.Clarke@abo-wind.com>  
Sent: Tuesday 8 February 2022 13:26 
Subject: Consultation - Keerglen Wind Farm 
CAUTION: This eMail originated from outside your organisation and the BTS Managed Desktop service. Do not click on any links or 
open any attachments unless you recognise the sender or are expecting the email and know that the content is safe. If you are in 
any doubt, please contact the OGCIO IT Service Desk at help.it@per.gov.ie 
Dear Consultee,  
ABO Wind Ireland Ltd. (ABO Wind) are seeking to develop a Wind Farm within the townlands of Keerglen, 
Co. Mayo.  
Accordingly, we have commenced the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process to support a 
forthcoming planning application that will be submitted to Mayo County Council. The proposed wind farm 
site is located circa 5.5 km to the south of Ballycastle and 15 km north of the village of Crossmolina, 
County Mayo.  
Further details of the proposed project can be found in the attached Scoping Report. A Site Location Plan, 
Site Layout Plan and Grid Connection Route Drawing are also attached for your information. 
We are consulting with you on this proposal as it may be of interest to you (or your organisation). While 
you will be presented with the opportunity to make a submission on the proposed development as part of 
the statutory planning process, we wanted to engage with you early in the process to make you aware of 
the emerging proposals and to provide you the opportunity to comment as necessary. If there are any key 
issues which you consider should be addressed during the preparation of the Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report (EIAR) we would welcome your input at this stage. 
Should this consultation request be directed to another contact within your organisation we would be 
grateful if you could forward this information on to them, or respond to this email and provide us with the 
appropriate contact.  
If you have any queries, or require any additional information, please do not hesitate to get in touch.  
Kind regards, 
David 
David Clarke 
Junior Project Manager 
 
Unit 3, Aspen Court 
Cornelscourt 
Dublin 
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D18 K400 
David.Clarke@abo-wind.com  
Phone: +353 (0)1 289 08 45 
Mobile: +353 (0)86 2363564 
 

 
 
Incorporated in Ireland as a private company limited by shares under Certificate No. 437476 
 
The information contained in this message is confidential or protected by law. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and delete this message. 
Any unauthorised copying of this message or unauthorised distribution of the information contained herein is prohibited 
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1 Introduction

This Community Report has been prepared in line with the requirements set out in the Draft Wind Energy 

Development Guidelines 20191 (DWEDG). 

Section 4.3.2 of the DWEDGs highlights the importance of early and meaningful community consultation in 

advance of and in addition to the statutory public consultation as part of the planning process. Section 4.3.2

also sets out what should be included in the Community Report

A map of the proposed project and the communities in the vicinity of the proposal within a radius of

up to approximately 10 km of the turbines, depending on the circumstances of the case

The steps taken by the applicant seeking planning permission for the wind energy development to

seek out the views of relevant communities in developing the project

A summary of the responses received as a result of the engagement process and a statement of

any principal design adjustments or modifications undertaken in response to the feedback of the

community before the project was submitted for planning permission;

Proposed details as regards the steps to be taken to ensure that the proposed development will be

of enduring economic benefit to the communities concerned, through the negotiation of a form of

community investment/ownership, benefit or dividend;

Demonstrate how the proposed development will adhere to the Code of Practice for Wind Energy

Development in Ireland Guidelines for Community Engagement issued by the Department of

Communications, Climate Action and Environment (2016) (or any subsequent replacement Code

of Practice).

The above points have been reflected in the structure and content of this report. 

The Community Report has also been informed by other relevant guidance and best practise documents

including

1 Department of Housing, Planning and Local Government (2019) Draft Revised Wind Energy 
Development Guidelines
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Code of Practice for Wind Energy Development in Ireland2

GP Wind Good Practice Guide3

Best Practice Guidelines for the Irish Wind Energy Industry4

2 Near Neighbour and Stakeholder Mapping

The first step of the community engagement process was to map out all of the closest neighbours 
to the project. See maps of near neighbour properties below.

Figure 1: Map of Near Neighbour Properties 

2 Department of Communications, Climate Action and Environment (2016) Code of Practice for Wind 
Energy Development in Ireland Guidelines for Community Engagement
3 Good Practice Wind (2012) Good Practice Guide
4 IWEA (2012) Best Practice Guidelines for the Irish Wind Energy Industry
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A stakeholder mapping exercise was then carried out which focused on the study area around Keerglen 

Wind Farm. It was considered that a study area of 3.5km around the wind farm site would be appropriate 

as this would take in the dwellings in closest proximity to the proposed wind farm development. This was a 

desk-based study which was used to identify the key community groups, members of the community, and 

elected representatives in the area.

The above information informed and helped develop the community engagement plan which is set out in

the following section.

3 Community Engagement Plan

3.1 Purpose of the Community Engagement Plan

ABO Energy is committed to community engagement, which recognises the right of residents to have a 

meaningful role in developments that affect their community. Following initial feasibility work and once it 

was established that the project could proceed to the planning stage, the community engagement plan was 

developed. This plan set out the steps that would be taken in order to ensure that there was an open, 

transparent consultation process in place with the community from an early stage in the project.  

3.2 Door to Door

On the 24th November 2021, ABO Energy employees had the opportunity to call to 

properties identified in Figure 1. The purpose of the door to door was to introduce the project team and the

emerging proposals, answer any resident questions and address any initial concerns. It was considered 

extremely important to establish contact with the near neighbours as a priority as these are the people that 

would be most impacted by the proposals. Each household was given a newsletter which contained key

project details including the website address and contact details for the Community Liaison Officer (CLO). 

A copy of the newsletter is included in Annex A. In the event that there was no-one at home, a newsletter 

was left in a post box or secured in a prominent position.

3.3 Launch of project website 

On the same day as the door to door commenced, the project website www.Keerglen-windfarm.com went

live. The website initially contained the same key project information as the newsletter but was regularly 

updated with news and information at the various stages throughout the evolution.
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3.4 Calls and emails to councillors

Prior to the door to door, on the 22nd November 2021 contact via e-mail was made with the 7 no. elected 

Councillors for Ballina Local Electoral Area. This e-mail sought to make the Councillors aware of the 

emerging proposals, outlining 

in the following days. The e-mail also sought to facilitate a meeting or phone call with all Councillors following 

A copy of this email and a subsequent follow 

up email on the 26th November 2021 are included in Annex B.

Following the door to door with local residents, another email was sent to councillors, outlining that the door 

knock had been successfully carried out and inviting them to attend a MS Teams meeting. There was no 

response from councillors to arrange a virtual MS Teams meeting. All Councillors were continually updated 

as the project progressed with the Community Liaison Officer on hand to respond to any of their further 

queries.

3.7 Ongoing project updates to local residents, wider community and community 
groups

In June 2023, a second project newsletter was given to the near neighbour residents to the wind farm on a 

posted on the project website. The newsletter was 

distributed to all local Councillors and stakeholders. The second project newsletter gave an update on the 

progress of the wind farm and grid connection and outlined that a public exhibition event would be held in 

the coming weeks, which would provide further details pertaining to the proposed project and give people

living in the local area to meet the project team and have them answer any questions about the proposed 

project. The second project newsletter is included in Annex C. People were encouraged to get in contact 

via letter, phone, email or virtual meeting. 

3.8 Public Consultation Event:

Accordingly, on the 13th and 20th of June 2023 an advertisement was published in the Western People

(Annex E) and on the project website highlighting and providing details to attend the Public Consultation of 

the proposed Keerglen Wind Farm Development. On the 19th June, e-mails alerting people to the event 

were also sent to all local Councillors (Annex D) and stakeholders and all those who had joined the project 

mailing list. 
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The Public Consultation Event took place in Ballycastle Community Hall in Ballycaslte, County Mayo on the 

Wednesday 21st of June between the hours of 4pm 8pm. Members of the Project Team were on hand and 

answered any questions about the project. 35 people attended the Public Consultation Event.

Annex F includes photos of the public consultation event space, illustrating the content that could viewed 

by participants.

4 Feedback from consultation
Below are the primary comments that were received throughout the consultation process:

Topic Issue Raised Issue Considered/Addressed

Wind Farm Noise Potential effect on 
residential amenity 

noise is 
unlikely to be a significant problem where the distance 
from the nearest turbine to any noise sensitive property is 

ve also been great 
advancements in turbine design and technology which 
means that wind turbines are significantly quieter than 
previously, and continue to improve with every new model 
that comes onto the market.

The minimum setback distance from houses of 500m was 
applied throughout the evolution of the wind farm layout 
and this relates to only landowners involved in the project. 
All properties that are not involved in the project are 
located a minimum of 1.5km away from the nearest 
turbine. 

Accordingly, the predicted turbine noise levels associated 
with the Keerglen Wind Farm are predicted to be well 
within the best practice noise criteria curves 
recommended in the 2006 WEDGs. Further details on this 
can be found in the Noise Impact assessment in Chapter 
12 of the EIAR.

Visual Impact of 
Wind Farm 

Potential effect on 
residential amenity and 
views 

A setback distance of 600m was applied to all uninvolved 
residential properties in accordance with the 2019 
DWEDGs which recommend a minimum setback of 4 
times the tip height of proposed turbines to protect 
residential amenity.

Visual impacts were assessed at 23 viewpoint locations 
representing a range of receptor types, viewing distances 
and viewing angles. A large proportion of these receptors 
where classified with a medium-low visual receptor 
sensitivity which further highlights the robust nature of the 
study area. Of the 23 views, 18 are deemed to have an 
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impact significance in the lower order ranging from 
medium to medium low which principally reflects the 
landscape context of the study area, where the turbines 
will not appear over-scaled nor out of place.

Further details on this can be found in the Landscape and 
Visual Impact assessment in Chapter 10 of the EIAR.

Shadow Flicker Potential effect of 
shadow flicker

Shadow flicker occurs when the shadows cast by the 
blades of a wind turbine fall over a residential home. For 
the people inside the house the natural light coming in a 
window facing the turbine can be blocked by the shadow 
of the blades.

Since the blades are turning rapidly this creates a flicker 
effect with the natural light being blocked and unblocked 
every couple of seconds. This only happens in rare 
circumstances where the sun is shining at a low angle 
just after dawn and before sunset and where the turbine 
is directly between the residential home and the sun.

This issue was considered as part of the environmental 
impact assessment process and the proposed layout 
conforms with the 2006 WEDGs i.e. a maximum 30 
minutes of shadow flicker per day or 30 hours per annum 
at any sensitive receptor by management of the operation 
of the turbines during periods when there is a potential for 
shadow flicker. 

However, in accordance with emerging best practice and 
the 2019 DWEDGs, the project is committed to eliminate 
shadow flicker through the management of turbine 
operations. Further details on this can be found in the 
shadow flicker assessment in Chapter 11 of the EIAR.

Property Values Potential effects of the 
project on property 
values in the area

There are a number of wide-ranging international studies 
that consider potential effects of wind farms on nearby 
property values. Through all of this research there is no 
definitive evidence either way that wind farms lower 
property prices or equally that they have no impact on
property prices.

Ultimately, it is a highly subjective topic. It is 
understandable that for people who do not like wind 
turbines, they will not want to live near them. There are 
however other people who do not mind or even like them, 
and are happy to live in a community which receives some 
benefit from the development which can provide funding 

Community 
Benefit Fund 

Questions around how 

the community benefit 

The community benefit fund will be arranged in 
accordance with current best practice and will be informed 
by any new government guidelines. ABO Energy will be 
engaging with the local community post planning to inform 
the governance structure of the fund and the aims and 
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fund would be 

structured.

objectives of the scheme. Further details on this can be 
found in the following sections of this report. 

5 Community Benefit Fund

ABO Energy Community Benefit Fund for the first 15 years of operations. 

For a circa 40 80,0005 per year. This fund will be set up and 

administered by an independent third party with significant input and representation from the local 

community. 

The Community Benefit Fund will broadly operate in line with the specifics of the Renewable Electricity 

Support Scheme (RESS 1). The emerging Good Practice Principles Handbook due to be published by the 

DoECC in July 2021 will further be adhered to.

If the project receives all the necessary consents required to facilitate the construction of Keerglen

Windfarm, the fund will be opened and widely advertised in the locality during the construction phase of the 

project. The first payments will be made from the fund during the first year of operation.

6 Conclusions and Post Planning Engagement 

ABO Energy is committed to community engagement and has consulted with local residents and community 

groups throughout the pre-planning stage of the project. ABO Energy intends to continue consultations, to 

disseminate information and engage with the community throughout the construction and operations 

periods, should the application be granted. The following measures are proposed post planning stage:

- The Community Liaison Officer (CLO) will continue to be accessible to the local community from the

construction to the commission stages to allow for dialogue and communication and to keep the public

informed about the progress of the project.

5 *This is an indicative figure at this stage and will depend upon the final generation capacity of Keerglen Wind Farm. The figure can 
be influenced by a number of factors, including the number of turbines which receive planning permission, the type of turbine used 
on site and wind conditions in any given year etc
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- The applicant will roll out a community benefit fund and work with members of the local community to

successfully implement the fund, and ensure it meets the needs of the local community.

Effective stakeholder and community engagement and public consultation is a cornerstone for a successful 

wind energy development. ABO Energy have endeavoured to carry out continuous, proactive community 

engagement, and will continue to do this should the project progress.
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Annex A

November 2021 Newsletter
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Annex B

Councillor E-mail (November

2021)

Keerglen Wind Farm
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From: David Clarke  
Sent: Monday 22 November 2021 12:07 
To: 'dara.calleary@oireachtas.ie' <dara.calleary@oireachtas.ie>; 'cllramreape@MayoCoCo.ie' 
<cllramreape@MayoCoCo.ie>; 'jmunnelly@cllr.mayococo.ie' <jmunnelly@cllr.mayococo.ie>; 
'johara@cllr.mayococo.ie' <johara@cllr.mayococo.ie>; 'cllrmarkduffy@mayococo.ie' 
<cllrmarkduffy@mayococo.ie>; 'cllrmloftus@gmail.com' <cllrmloftus@gmail.com>; 'sweir@cllr.mayococo.ie' 
<sweir@cllr.mayococo.ie> 
Cc: Emmet Egan <Emmet.Egan@abo-wind.com>; Gary Magee <Gary.Magee@abo-wind.com> 
Subject: Engagement Regarding Wind Farm Proposal in the Ballina LEA 

Dear Councillors, 

 

My name is David Clarke. I work as a Junior Planning and Development Manager with ABO Wind Ireland Ltd. 
Emmet Egan, Director of  ABO Wind Ireland Ltd is also copied into the correspondence. We develop, construct 
and operate wind farms in the Republic of Ireland. 

It is widely acknowledged that climate change is a very real threat to our society and that we must take 
immediate action to reduce our greenhouse gas emissions. As identified in the Climate Action Plan 2021, one 
of the ways to do this is to reduce our reliance on fossil fuels such as coal, peat and gas and increase the share 
of renewables providing us with our electricity from 40% in 2020 to a target of 80% by 2030. In order to reach 
this target, the plan states that we require approximately 8GW of onshore wind to be installed, there is 

and cheapest renewable electricity resource (SEAI, 2019) and as such will continue to play an integral role in 
decarbonising our society.  

ABO Wind currently have a number of wind farms in various stages of development across the country 
including one in construction in Co. Donegal. ABO Wind have built out four wind farms in counties Tipperary, 
Wexford and Laois. ABO Wind also have an upcoming project at Sheskin, Bellacorick. This project has RESS 1 
support and is expected to commence construction next year.  

We are currently in the early stages of developing a wind farm proposal in the Ballina Local Electoral Area. As 
a Councillor for this area we would like to engage with you to introduce ourselves and outline our proposals.  

However, in the first instance we feel that it is impeative that we discuss the project with the residents who 
are closest to the proposed project. As such, we will provide you with the location and details of the project 
on a call after we have initially engaged with all houses in the immediate vicinity (circa 1.5km) of the wind 
farm site to introduce the project, and answer any initial questions that people may have.  

We are intending to visit these closest residences this week and this will be done in a COVID secure manner. 
This will involve a door knock at each of the properties where we will remain outside at a minimum distance 
of 2m from the resident. We will be wearing face masks and will limit the time spent with residents. We will 
provide residents with introductory literature to the project and answer their initial questions. They will be 
provided with contact details should they wish to follow up with any further questions.  

Following this we would like to arrange a virtual meeting with you on Friday 26th November to discuss the 
proposal at a time of your collective convenience.  
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Please let us know if you would be available for an MS Teams call on this date and your available times. We 
can then coordinate a call at a time that suits all parties.  

Many thanks in advance. 

Kind Regards,  

David 

David Clarke
Junior Project Manager
Unit 3, Aspen Court
Cornelscourt
Dublin
D18 K400
David.Clarke@abo-wind.com
Phone: +353 (0)1 289 08 45
Mobile: +353 (0)86 2363564

Incorporated in Ireland as a private company limited by shares under Certificate No. 437476

The information contained in this message is confidential or protected by law. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the sender and delete 
this message. Any unauthorised copying of this message or unauthorised distribution of the information contained herein is prohibited.
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Keerglen Wind Farm Environmental Impact Assessment Report
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Annex C

June 2023 Newsletter
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Annex D

Councillor E-mail Regarding 

Public Consultation Event 

(June 2023)

Keerglen Wind Farm
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Annex E

Advertisement in the Western 

People regarding the Public 

Consultation Event
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Annex F 

Public Consultation Event 

Photos  
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